Annual report of the town officers of the town of Laconia, comprising those of the treasurer, selectmen, overseer of the poor, and school committee, for the year ending March 1st, 1887. by Laconia Town Representatives
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Polls, (1152) $ 115,20000
Buildings and land, 1,299,35400
Horses, (369) 26,770 00
Oxen, (82) 4.293 00
Cows, (355) 9>579°o
Other neat stock, (in) 1,84400
Sheep, (97) 345 00
Hogs, (43) 31000
Carriages, (55) 4,069 00
Stock in public funds, 200 00
Stock in banks and other corporations, 118.050 00
Stock in corporations out of State, 6,264 00
Money on hand at interest and on deposit, 69,846 00
Stock in trade, 156,468 00








State tax, $ 4,548 00
County tax, 6,463 16
School money, 4,979 S°
Highways and bridges, 5,000 00
Current expenses, 4,000 00
Precinct current expenses. 600 00
Firemen's pay, 1,150 00
Support of poor, 300 00
Public library, 600 00
Decorating soldiers 1 graves, 100 00
Sewerage, 1 ,000 00
Hose, etc., 800 00
— $29,54066
School-house tax, Uist. No. 1, 4,200 00
Town school district to buy school-houses, 901 23
Rate of tax for State, County, Town School and Highway, (per
thousand) $15.33.
School-house, Dist. No. 1, (per thousand) $2.35; Town Dist., $5.20.
Rebate in Town Districts on school-houses ; No. 3, $4.30 ; No. 4,
$2.45; No. 5, $11.10.
TREASURER'S REPORT
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Cash in Treasury, March I, t886, $9,219 05
Cash from Insurance tax, State, 94 5°
Railroad tax, " 1,48971
Savings Bank tax, State, 5.259 33
Literary fund, '' 380 16
Horse sold, 75 00
F» W. Ladd, licenses, 73 00
Geo. B. Lane, billiard table licenses, 85 00
D. B. Story, rent of room, 24 00
S. C. Robinson, collector's list, 1885, 2,669 7Q
F. N. Blaisdell, " •* " 15049
" " " " 1886, 2,35680






Rhoda Smith, in part,
Eliza A. Ames,
M. Emma Sanborn,









Dist. r, C. B. S. Watson, (see his report)
7, J. F. Crockett,
8, C. F. Sanborn,
9, S. J„ P. Hadley,
io, J. P. Pitman,
ii, J. H. Robinson,
12, F. L. Cawley,
13, B. L. Batchelder,
14, C. E. McCartney,
15, Charles D. Brown,
16, C. H. True,
-- $5,897 24
Current Expenses of Precinct.
O. L. Andrews, lettering coats,
Laconia Car Co., supplies,
J. Boyd & Sons, repairs on hose,
J. A. Wilcox, shoveling snow,
Geo. E. Chase, labor on fire alarm,
N. P. Burnham, labor,
Fred Stone, drying hose,
James Judkins, labor on steamer,
Thomas Lane's fireman's pay to S. S. Jewett,
Lawrence & Co., supplies,
Fred Stone, drying hose,
Truland Bros., printing Engineers' report,
Henry Glover, labor on steamer,
C. J. Drury, labor and material,
S. E. Young & Co., badge tor engineer,
Manchester Locomotive Works, repairs,
F. H. Champlin, supplies,
A. Boyd, 500 feet of hose,
C. E. Frye, freight and express charges,
M. J. Ward, supplies,
S. E. Young & Co., supplies,
J. Judkins, labor on steamer,
Gleason & Bailey Manufacturing Co., hose wagon,
B. & L. R. R., freight on hose wagon,
Fred Stone, drying hose,
Laconia Gas Light Co., gas at engine house.
Hull, Gorrell & Co., supplies.
A. L. Russell, vitriol,





G. W. Riley, lumber for town stable, $ 60 29
Hull. Gorrell & Co., lumber for town stable, 3 25
A. C. Leavitt & Son, clapboards for stable, g 00
F. A. Durrell, lighting street-lights, 22 00
Etta Swain, damage on highway. Mar. 9, '86, 155 00
Laconia Gas Co
',
gas for street-lights, 36 29
L. & L V. Water Works, hydrants to Sept. t, 748 33
F. A. Durrell, lighting street-lights, 22 00
Mrs. E. J. Beaman, rent of selectmen's room, 24 00
C. H. Dolloff, use of teams, 8 00
F. A. Durrell, lighting street-lights, 22 00
Laconia Gas Co., gas for streets, 122 20
F. W. Ladd, 2 horses, freight, duty and expense, 530 95
Paid G. E. Waring, surveying for sewerage, 115 00
F. A. Durrell, lighting street-lights, 22 00
John Hatch, cord of wood for lobby, 3 50
Supplies for and cash paid John M. Eagan, on ac-
count of broken leg, 138 70
Hull, Gorrell & Co,, pine plank, 24 23
Chas. Winn, for labor, 75
J. R. Champlin, supplies and labor, 31 76
S. W. Sanders, drain pipe, 185 30
Mrs. E. J. Beaman, rent of selectmen's rooms, 24 00
Hull, Gorrell & Co., feed box for town stable, 6 00
D. W. Corliss, lighting street-lights, 22 00
Novelty Job Printing Co., printing, 3 50
J. B. Sanborn, for books, 5 00
D. W. Corliss, lighting street-lights, 22 00
Paid witnessess in case Laighton vs. Laconia, 18 82
L. & L. V. Water Works, 4 83
D. M. Rowe & Co., powder and fuse, 1 40
Laconia Gas Co., gas, 237 73
Mrs. E. J. Beaman, rent of selectmen's room, 24 00
T. F. Ford, repairs on lobby and assistance as
Health Officer at Weirs, 5 50
R. H. Dutton, school-books, 1 81
C. E. Morgan, watering-trough, 3 00
Daniel Blaisdell, watering-trough, 6 00
D. W. Corliss, lighting street-lights, 22 00
J. F. Harriman, stationery, 6 40
w f.ACONIA TOWN' REPORT.
W. Ladd, paid Births and Deaths as follows :
Births. Deaths-.
D. B. Nelson,. i
"LACONTA TOWN REPORT.
Town Officers.
John H. Robinson, supervisor, spring 1886,
•C. W. Tyler, auditor,
Geo. B. Lane, services as supervisor spring [-886,
Geo. B. Lane, town clerk,
John W. Ashman, auditor.
T. F. Ford, health officer,
F. W. Sargent, special police.,
T. F. Ford, services as police,
'* " e\tra police and night watch.
John Dow, police,
Rufus L. Bean, police at Weirs,
G. B. Lane, services as supervisor, fall 1886,
Jonathan G. Dow, services as selectman,
Geo. E. Stevens, services as supervisor, fall 1886.
C. W. Durrell. services as selectman,
F. W. Ladd, services as selectman.
J. H. Robinson, supervisor, fall 1886,
S. J. Lamprey, collecting taxes,
J. C. Shannon, overseer of poor,
John D, Smith, fish and game warden-,
S. J. Lamprey, services as selectman,
F. N. Blaisdell, services as collector,
O. W. Tibbetts, services as town treasurer,
James Judkins, night watch,
' $ 2,349 9c*
Paufer Account,
J. C. Shannon, overseer of poor, in account with Town of Laconia
:
To cash received from county of Belknap for
support of county paupers, $ 1,40792
Paid for support of county paupers, 1407 92
To cash received from town treasurer $200 00
" on hand, as per last report. 39 73
$239 73
Which is accounted for as follows)
Paid for taking affidavit in Waterman case $ 50
Expense to Lancaster & Dalton in Waterman case> 16 90
Aid to Mary A. Severance, 130 00
Cash on hand, 92 33
$ 23973
J. C. Shannon, Overseer of Poor.
We have examined the foregoing accounts and find them correctly
cast and properly vouched.
C. W. Tyler, ) . ...
J. W. Ashman, >
Aud,tors '
$ 21
12 LACONIA TOWN REPORT.
RECAPITULATION.
Total receipts, % 53>°26 74
Disbursements.
State tax. $ 4-548 oo
County tax, 6.463 16
Library tax, 5°° °°
Decorating soldiers' graves, 100*00
School orders, 5<563 l 7
Notes paid, 1.694 78
Interest on notes, 298 04
Breaking roads, 66021
Roads and bridges, 6.623 91
Paupers 1 bills, (see report) 200 00
Current expenses, 5>°37 80
" •* precinct, 1.175 24
Damage to sheep by dogs, 2 00
Firemen, 1,13045
New school house tax, dist. No. r
.
4,200 00
Town officers, 2>349 9°
Cash in hands of treasurer. 12,480 08
$53,026 74
Orran W. Tibbetts, Treasurer.
Laconia, N. H., Feb. 25, 1887.






6, Mary S. Whicher,
9, Eben L. Dow,
Nath'l Edwards,
11, Collimer J. Smith,
12, Eben L. Dow,
13, B. M. Sanborn,
14, Andrew J. Varney,
17, M. Florence Smith,
20, John Edwards,
22, Eliza B. Morrison,
23, Sarah J. Shepard,
24, fona. G. Dow,
25, Ella A. Swasey,
26, Nath'l Edwards,
27, Mary W. Young,
29, Rhoda Smith,
30, John Smith,


























































Mrs. M. A. Kelley, land damage in 1882,
O. L. Andrews or trustee fireman's pay for 18





Due from A. Thompson as per last report,
" D. B. Story, rent of room for sheriff office,
57 shares B. C. & M. R. R. stock,
Stable and shed on Water street,
Land on Water street,
Four horses,
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Road machine, • $ 15000
S.J. Lamprey, tax list 1886, $32,845 50
Interest collected,
HIGHWAY SURVEYOR'S REPORT.
Report of C. B. S. Watson, Surveyor
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Paid breaking roads Winter ot *886-7
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Paid Joseph Guay, $ i 5°
Fred Virgoe, * 5C
George Smith, i 5°-
Napoleon Carter, i 5 C
John Billedo, » 5°
Lewis Laplant, i 5°*
Lewis Perry, 75
Joseph Bennett, 75
Wilton Moody, . , i 5°
Napoleon Guay. I 5°'
Napoleon Liberty- * ' 5°
Alec Billedo, 1 J 5°
Eben Edwards, 3 °°
Lyman Dippy, '3 5°
John Sanborn, i 5°
Alec Rubbedo, 4 5°
ReshawLibby, 2 25
P. O. Neill, iU.. 2 63
D. L. Chapman,. 1 05
Joseph Samson, 10 50
J. Davis, 4 5°
William Sculley, 3 00
J..
H. Price, ' 3°
$ 477 83
Paid expenses for stable*.
Laconia grist mill.. £19310
A. C. Leavitt, 35 72,
Josiah Davis, 50
G. E. Knowltorv. 25 15
E. F. Wiggin, 9 45
D. F. Heath, 3 00
H. C. Wells, 4 00
J. H. Story, 7 00
E. J. Dinsmore, 64 51
H. J. Crocker. 52 88
E. J. Dinsmore, harnesses, 75 00
C. B. S. Watson, hay, 44 91
L. E. Lindsey. II 69
$526 92
Schedule of Tools Belonging to Highway District No. i,
March i, 1887.
) sled, I ice crusher, 1 stone drag, 4 iron bars, 14 drills, 2 striking
hammers, t hand hammer, 5 picks, 4 hoes, 1 plow. 1 desk, 2 lamps,
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a set fall-blocks, i waterpot, 2 scythes and snaths, 1 bit-stock, 2 levels,
a shave, 1 paving hammer, 1 hatchet, 1 square, 1 chisel, 1 hand-saw,
3 coal hod, 2 oil cans, 1 harrow, i wheelbarrow, 1 concreet-heater, 25
tar barrels, 1 manure fork, 1 tar ladle, 15 wooden snow shovels, 13 iron
shovels, 2 scoop shovels, 1 concrete roller, 2 stoves, 3 lanterns, 2 pails,
i set pruning shears, 18 bits, 2 plains, t 2-inch augur, 1 mallet, 1 nail
"hammer, 1 level, 1 pair saw-horses, 1 teakettle, 2 monkey wrench, 2
•dirt-scrapers, 6 snow plows, 1 concrete kettle, 1 tape line, 1 tool box, 4
olow points, 2 sewer grates, .7 chains, 1 dung puller.
C. B. S. Watson, Surveyor.
PUBLIC LIBRARY.
To the Selectmen of Laconia:
In presenting this, the ninth annual report of the condition of the
1
Laconia Public Library, your trustees desire to call your attention to
the following table as showing from its beginning the constant useful-
ness and growth of the Library, which must remove any doubts that
may have existed, as regards its benefit to all, and worthy of being
liberally sustained. Its present quarters are verj much crowded, and
if its usefulness and increase is to be continued* larger and better ac-
commodations must be provided in the near future. The usual con-
gressional publications have been received, also a volume from the Rev.
James Freeman Clark.




History, Travels, Biography, etc.
Whole No. cards issued
No. issued during; the year
Greatest No. taken in one clay
Average each day
Greatest No. out at one time
Average No. out
Total during year ...,..'.*
Average ot Juvenile each day—
Average of Fiction each day .—
Average of all others ench day . .
.












































































































J°hn W Ashman. p bH LibWm. F. Knight, )
TREASURER'S REPORT.




March i . Balance on hand at date, $ 2 63
Appropriation for current year, 600 00
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Fines received by Edgar F. Reeves, librarian.
Catalogues and supplements sold by do.,
Books lost and sold by do.,
Expenditures.
Edgar F. Reeves, salary as librarian.
" Extra service on new books,
bills paid for wood.
" " freight,
" " Life of Grant, 2 vols.,
" Truland Bros., printin
'* Lewis, Vaughan& Co.
" " Postal cards,
" " Granite Monthly and ex.,
•' '• sundry items, •
Estes & Lauriat for books, $ 3 30
270 34—
W. L. Melcher & Co., for insurance,
Lewis, Vaughan & Co., printing supplements, etc.,
A. G. Folsom for rent,
E. B. Beaman. rebinding books,





To the Legal Voters of School Dist., No. i :
In a rather uneventful year, without any striking or notable inci-
dents, there are some features of our school history which the Board
of Education believe will prove interesting and worthy of notice.
Perhaps the most prominent event is the erection of the new
school building in Academy Square, which it is expected will be com-
pleted in season for use during the coming fall. The readiness and
alacrity even with which the very large appropriations for this purpose
were voted was a source of peculiar satisfaction to the board. It proved
that our people would favor no narrow nor niggardly policy in the man-
agement of our schools, but would give a cordial support to those who
"devise liberal things.'"
When completed the board believes the new building will be among
the very best of its class in the state, and furnish ample accommoda-
tion for both our High and Grammar schools for many years to come.
The new building will make necessary changes which are likely to
mark a new era in our schools. The high and grammar schools will be
brought together into the same building. This will involve the per-
manent employment of a male principal, competent to organize and
maintain a stricter discipline than has always obtained in the past.
Special precautions must be taken to prevent those injuries and vandal-
isms which young America seems to regard as the natural and inevita-
ble fate of school buildings. More stringent rules must be adopted for
the government of scholars in and about the building, and most certain
and summary punishment must follow any infraction of these rules.
The Grammar schools must be regraded so that all the scholars of the
same year may come under the instruction of the same teacher.
In making and enforcing these regulations the Board of Education
has the right to ask and expect the cordial support of parents and tax-
payers. And here the board ventures to suggest that their duties
would be greatly lightened and the success of our schools greatly pro-
moted if parents would show a warmer interest in our schools by visit-
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ing them oftener. Very few of our citizens ever step their feet inside
our school-rooms. The result is that opinions of teachers and of school
regulations are very largely formed from the reports of pupils. How
unreliable these reports often are, and what erroneous impressions are
got in this way can best be told by those having experience in such
matters. Much unfair criticism of teachers would be avoided if parents
but knew the conditions under which their work is done and the neces-
sity for regulations, which are often thought needless and foolish, would
be more generally acknowledged. Frequent visits to our school-rooms
would not only be an encouragement to teachers but would have a most
wholesome effect on the scholars.
In connection with this it ought to be stated that some parents do
much to detract from the interest and value of our schools by not in-
sisting on a more prompt and constant attendance. Children are often
allowed to remain out of school for the most frivolous reasons, thus
hindering the progress of their classes when they return, making addi-
tional work for the teacher and distracting their attention from their
studies. It is noticeable that these absences are most frequent among
the poorest scholars. Pupils who idle away their time in the school-
room are precisely the ones most ready to catch at any excuse for keep-
ing out altogether. Usually there is no better sign of poor scholarship
than to find children eager to give up their school work. Parents should
be slow in granting leaves of absence, and should even submit to in-
convenience rather than allow their children to remain out of school.
During the past year the Board has advanced the pay of teachers
in the primary and intermediate grades, making it equal to that in the
grammar schools. They have done this because they are convinced
that some of the most important and most laborious work is done in
these schools. Without good primary schools the whole system must
be defective. The board have therefore given special attention to these
schools, and are greatly pleased with the good work now being done in
them. Even with the advanced pay, the annual salary of primary teach-
ers, owing to the shorter terms, is less than the same teachers could
earn in schools of a higher grade. The Board regard the change in
pay as a matter of simple justice to the teachers of the lower grades,
and believe that if any discrimination is to be hereafter made it should
be in their favor rather than against them.
An additional reason for giving special attention to the lower grades
is found in the fact that quite a good many fall out after reaching the
Grammar grade. It is therefore doubly necessary that the training
which they receive, during the few years they are in our schools, should
be the best at our command.
The most rapid increase of scholars is noticed in the lower grades
and an additional primary school on the North side, cannot be long
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postponed. The room now occupied b_v the Grammar school can be
utilized for this purpose. This will give three primary schools on each
side of the river, and bring about a much better grading than is possi-
ble at present. Theoretically two courses of three years each ought to
be equal to three courses of two years each, but practically the result
has been found to be quite different.
We shall attempt no comment on the work of particular teachers.
All are not equally deserving and perhaps none are entirely above criti-
cism, but the Board believe that taken as a whole the work of our
schools shows an advance on that of former years. That but few changes
of teachers has been made is a clear indication that most of them have
won the right to remain by satisfactory services in the past.
It is evident, however, that our schools will never be what will sat-
isfy as public-spirited and enterprising a village as Laconia until the
entire system is brought under a more careful and thorough supervision.
The Board are, more and more, conscious of their own shortcomings
in this direction, and are more and more convinced that the personal
supervision of the schools should a I an early day be given to one person,
at a salary sufficiently large to enable him to devote to the work at least
one-half of each school-day. How this result can best be reached is a
problem whose solution the Board is now considering,
The whole number of children of school age, returned by the select-
men last April was, boys 315, girls 316. which is but a trifling advance
on the return for the preceeding year.
The statistical table, giving a statement of the work of the year, i.-;
annexed.
J. G. JEWETT, )
Sarah L. Merrill,
|
Florence L. Tyler, I Board of




For Ungraded Schools Town of Laconia.
In presenting this, the first annual report under the law abolishing
the District system, your Board labor under some slight disadvantage.
This being the first year of the operation of the new law, makes the du-
ties devolving upon your Board more arduous than they will be in the
future.
We would, at this time, mention the great and irreparable loss to the
town and to the remaining members of the Board, in the death ot Chas.
R. Swain, Esq.. in June. Himself a most successful teacher, and an
earnest worker in the cause of education, his death made a void in your
Board, that without disparaging the ability of many citizens eligible to
to the office, the remaining members were loath to fill, and decided to
wait until the annual election and let the legal voters indicate their pre-
ference. We would not close this part of our report without bearing
testimony of our respect to his memory as a faithful official, and a Chris-
tian gentleman.
We feel that a good work has been done in all the schools under
our care. The utmost care was taken to secure efficient teachers, and
we can but feel that we were successful ; and this is our reason for re*
taining the services of nearly all the teachers who commenced the
school year under our charge. We would at this time most earnestly
urge upon parents, and all kind friends of education, to visit our schools
more frequently. Such visits are productive of good in more ways than
one. It is an incentive to both teacher and pupil to greater effort; it
encourages both to feel that an interest is felt in their progress.
Your Board have not deemed it best to discontinue any of the three
schools. But in the near future it may be deemed wise to pay the mo-
ney to two teachers rather than three, thereby prolonging the time
which every scholar can attend school. The school-house at The Weirs
was found in such a dilapidated condition that it was found necessary
to expend quite a large sum relatively upon repairs, to make it even de-
cent. At best it cannot meet the requirements of this growing com-
munity, but a short ttime. We would most urgently ask for a larger
appropriation, that many needed reforms may be successfully inaugu-
rated.
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With this report will close the connection of one member of the
Board who most reluctantly consented to stand as a candidate for an
office, the duties of which he felt himself unable to perform in a satis-
factory manner. And thanking those who have stayed up his hand,
and been so lenient in their judgment of his acts, he most gladly resigns
to make way for one better qualified to perform the duties that pertain
to the position in a more acceptable manner. But wherever placed he
hopes never to lose his interest in the noble work of education.
School Recently Known as District No. 3.
Miss Idella M. Drew'of Gilmanton taught both spring and fall term.
There was no winter term. In Miss Drew is combined the many qual-
ities that make a successful teacher. She possesses that firmness united
with kindness that is so requisite in the management of the many differ-
ent dispositions found in the average school. And it is safe to say that
good progress was made by the pupils under her charge, especially in
that much neglected study—reading.
Number of visitor during the year, 42. Roll of honor: Spring
term—Ida Willey, Nellie Drown, Angie Eastman, Eleanore Robinson,
Grace Kimball, Pearl Sanborn, Frank Willey. Fall term—Ida Willey,
Pearl Sanborn. Fred Huston.
School at The Weirs.
Spring and summer terms were taught by Miss Fannie M. Spencer
of Plymouth. Miss Spencer came highly recommended by the faculty
of the State Normal School, and the late Supt. of Schools at Plymouth,
and fully deserves the high praise spoken ot in her behalf. Number of
Visitors, 24. Roll of Honor : Spring term—Sadie Huntress, Alice
Marsh, Nellie Marsh, Gertie Pickering, Fred Moore. Summer term
—
>
Alice Pickering, Fred Moore.
Winter term taught by Miss Myrtie E. Glidden of Meredith. Of
Miss Glidden it can truly be said, without fUttery, th it she is a born
teacher. Believing that "Order is Heaven's first law,' 1 she acts upon
that belief, and it is saying nothing derogatory of any teacher to say
that, in this respect. Miss Glidden ranks A 1 . She also possesses that
power to win the respect of all her pupils, and also to impart instruction
in a way that interests while it instructs the pupil. We trust she may
long continue to teach where she has now the regard of all. No. of vis-
itors, 26. Roll of Honor ! Nellie Marsh. Gertrude Pickering, Alice
Pickering. Frank Marsh.
School at the Union School House.
All three terms were taught by Miss Ellen W. Robinson of Laco-
nia. Miss Robinson is a hard-working, conscientious teacher and de-
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servedly successful. It is a difficult matter to maintain an interest
where a school numbers less than eight or ten pupils, and such schools
require different management than others. Miss Robinson, fully con-
scious of the fact, adapts herself most successfully to such a condition.
No. of visitors during the year, 44, Roll of Honor: Spring term
—
Willie Filgate, Homer McCartney, Leroy Trojano, Antony Trojano.
Summer term—Willis Watson,Noah Brown, Lillian Brown. Fall term




Graded Schools.—Dist. No. i.
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